
Gifted 
in 
North Dakota

Nurturing Social and Emotional Development of
Gifted Children

Differentiating Curriculum and Instruction for Gifted
and Talented Students

Accountability for Gifted and Talented Student
Learning

Collaboration Among All Educators to Meet the
Needs of Gifted Learners

Gifted 101

The answer is quite clear: all students in North Dakota should
be challenged to learn. Students learn best by interacting with
and trying to make sense of content. When students come into
the classroom with strong content knowledge or academic
skills, the teacher should raise expectations so the student can
experience learning as challenging, but achievable. Gifted
education is a promise that each child will be challenged at an
appropriate level. Gifted education is preparation for life,
because all individuals need to be able to find strength in the
face of challenges. While many gifted children face challenges
through external activities, learning should also take place in
the classroom. Students spend more waking hours in the
classroom than they do at home, and the classroom is a
child’s academic, social, emotional, and intellectual
playground. For some students, the classroom may be the only
place for needed enrichment and learning. 
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Why is gifted education important
for North Dakota learners?

Here's what the
state says...

North Dakota Best
Practices for Gifted
Education

North Dakota Century Code
t15.1c32

"Student who is gifted" means an
individual who is identified by
qualified professionals as being
capable of high performance and
who needs educational programs
and services beyond those normally
provided in a regular education
program.

Introduction
Learning and Development
Assessment
Curriculum Planning and
Instruction
Learning Environment
Services and Programming
Professional Learning

Did you know...
only 30% of students in ND have
access to gifted education.

https://cdn.ymaws.com/nagc.org/resource/resmgr/knowledge-center/position-statements/nurturing_social_and_emotion.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/nagc.org/resource/resmgr/knowledge-center/position-statements/differentiating_curriculum_a.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/nagc.org/resource/resmgr/knowledge-center/position-statements/accountability_for_gifted_an.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/nagc.org/resource/resmgr/knowledge-center/position-statements/collaboration_among_educator.pdf
https://www.ndlegis.gov/cencode/t15-1c32.pdf?20160224115858#:~:text=15.1%2D32%2D01.,Definitions.&text=2.,to%2C%20educational%20programs%20and%20opportunities.
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/SpeEd/Guidelines/FINAL_ND%20Best%20Practices%20for%20Gifted%20Education.pdf#page=7
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/SpeEd/Guidelines/FINAL_ND%20Best%20Practices%20for%20Gifted%20Education.pdf#page=12
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/SpeEd/Guidelines/FINAL_ND%20Best%20Practices%20for%20Gifted%20Education.pdf#page=17
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/SpeEd/Guidelines/FINAL_ND%20Best%20Practices%20for%20Gifted%20Education.pdf#page=22
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/SpeEd/Guidelines/FINAL_ND%20Best%20Practices%20for%20Gifted%20Education.pdf#page=27
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/SpeEd/Guidelines/FINAL_ND%20Best%20Practices%20for%20Gifted%20Education.pdf#page=31
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/sites/www/files/documents/SpeEd/Guidelines/FINAL_ND%20Best%20Practices%20for%20Gifted%20Education.pdf#page=37
https://ndagc.org/resources/North%20Dakota%20(4).pdf


Gifted Children's Bill of Rights

know about your giftedness.
learn something new everyday.
be passionate about your talent area without apologies.
have an identity beyond your talent area.
feel good about your accomplishments.
make mistakes.
seek guidance in the development of your talent.
have multiple peer groups and a variety of friends.
choose which of your talent areas you wish to pursue.
not to be gifted at everything.

You have a right to:

written by Del Siegle, NAGC President, 2007-2009

What Research Shows
Parents are their child's most important advocates. Research
shows what parents of individuals with gifts and talents
know intuitively - that their child benefits most when given
the opportunity to interact with peers at similar
performance levels and with a curriculum designed to
challenge and keep pace with their thinking.

One of the best interventions/differentiation plans for gifted
students is acceleration. When compared to a control group
of gifted students who didn’t skip a grade to those who did,
the grade-skippers were 60% more likely to earn patents
and doctorates, and more than 2X more likely to get a Ph.D.
in a field related to science, technology, engineering, or
math.

Pull-out gifted services with a specialist trained in gifted
education also greatly benefit gifted students. In a study of
320 students identified as gifted who received services
through the secondary level, doctoral degrees were pursued
at more than 50X the base rate expectations. In a follow-up
report of the same participants at age 38, 63% reported
holding advanced terminal degrees (master’s and above).
Authors of the study compared these rates to the general
U.S. population, noting that only 2% of the general
population held a doctoral degree.

Interaction on a regular basis with a professional
trained in gifted education greatly impacts learning,
thinking, performance, and social-emotional needs of
gifted students. Thus, proper identification is key,
along with consistent programming and guidance
from a trained professional.

Next Steps for Parents
Whatever the setting, your child's education should provide
for the rights above. Ensuring this may, at times, require
parent advocacy. Informed advocacy is effective advocacy!
NDAGC, and its parent organization NAGC, offer a variety of
resources to support this.

Learning about Giftedness:
Gifted 101
Serving the Whole Child
Perfectionism

Services Which Support the Need for Productive
Struggle:
Advocating for Gifted Services
Collaborating with your Child's Teacher
Acceleration

NDAGC Membership Connects You!
NDAGC can provide a vital service of connecting you with
other families in your local community and across the state.
Your informed advocacy will be supported as you learn via
our webinars, forums, and book study opportunities.
Join NDAGC today!
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For more information visit: www.ndagc.org/giftedinnd

https://gifted.uconn.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/961/2020/10/GiftedBillOfRightsPoster.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/bio/del-siegle
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https://cdn.ymaws.com/nagc.org/resource/collection/77F0AE22-8EEA-4FAE-A9FB-908FC648A382/NAGC-TIP_Sheet-Whole_Gifted_Child.pdf
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